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~ A CHRISTMAS MESSAGE ~
Pastor Kelly Sikstrom

  EVEN BETTER THAN A HALLMARK CHRISTMAS MOVIE
 

If you’ve ever watched a Hallmark Christmas movie, then you already
know that the story-line is very predictable. A career-minded, beautiful-
but-single, down on her luck girl from the big city, returns to her small-
town roots, in order to care for an elderly parent, or… take-over a dying
business, or… recover from the sudden loss of her job. While she is back
in town she happens to run into a handsome ex-boyfriend, or…
handsome single-dad, or… handsome man who hates Christmas. They
don’t get along with each other at first, but eventually spark a love-
connection. At some point, something bad happens that threatens their
relationship, but by the end of the movie, everything has worked out
and they have a magical first-kiss in the falling snow, or… under the
mistletoe, or… at the center of town with Christmas carolers singing in
the background. 

These Hallmark Christmas movies are highly-watched, highly-enjoyed,
and highly-predictable! But, there was nothing predictable about that
first Christmas. No one saw it coming. The birth of Jesus seemed to
catch everyone by surprise. Only a handful of people understood the
significance of this baby as the long-hoped for Messiah – the vast
majority were completely unaware. 

Many had imagined the arrival of the Messiah as something that would
be spectacular and impossible to miss, yet under the cover of darkness,
in the shadows of a barnyard stable, the Son of God was born as the
Son of Man.  The only witnesses to this miraculous birth ...

 



A Christmas Message ~ Pastor Kelly Sikstrom - continued ...

A 27-year-old woman who became a widow after her husband of 5 years took his own life. 
An engaged woman who hit her head on the ground after slipping on some ice, causing permanent brain
damage, only 3-weeks before her wedding day – the wedding was postponed indefinitely.
A pre-teen who was cutting her arms and legs, to process the pain of her parents’ divorce.
An elderly man who had a stroke, leading to a loss of mobility that requires daily medical assistance in his
home.
A pastor recently prescribed anti-depressants to deal with the stress of leading a church filled with conflict
and disunity.

Trusting that He is in control of those situations and issues beyond our control. 
Knowing that He is active in the lives of those we carry a heavy burden for. 
Resting in His finished work on the Cross and the victory of His resurrection.
Receiving peace from His promises in Scripture.
Pausing to pray and offer our anxious thoughts to a God who cares for us.
Anticipating His return when all will be made right and be made new.

 ... were a poor, overwhelmed couple (Mary and Joseph) – and later that night, several ragtag shepherds, still
recovering from the sight of angels filling the night-sky and singing praises to God.     

There was nothing predictable about that first Christmas – and there isn’t a lot that is predictable about our own
lives either. Over the past few months, I’ve heard stories of: 

We often find ourselves in situations and circumstances that we could never have predicted – they are out of our
control, and we never see them coming. We don’t know what the future holds for us – and that can be a scary
thought.

Christmas is God’s response to the unpredictability of life. Christmas gives us a sure and certain hope in this
uncertain world. Jesus has made us a promise - ‘I will be with you always, even to the end of the age.’(Matt.
28:20). His presence in every circumstance, brings an opportunity for grace, peace, and gratitude from God (Phil.
4:6-7). His arrival means that we can count on a faith, hope, and love that can never be taken away (1 Cor. 13:13).
His power and glory can be revealed in every unpredictable situation we find ourselves in (Rom. 8:28).

This Christmas we are invited to stop and worship Jesus Christ, our Savior and Hope, even when the days ahead
are uncertain and unpredictable. We do this by: 

Merry Christmas to everyone at Bethel Church. I pray you will be blessed and comforted by the presence of
Jesus during this Advent season.

Pastor Kelly Sikstrom

Christmas Hamper Donations
For those that signed up to donate towards the Bethel Christmas Hampers - please have your

items dropped off to the church (classroom by the offices) no later than DECEMBER 14th!   
 

To sign up, or to see what items are still needed, please use the following link.  Click on the item
you'd like to donate, and then on the next popup you can select the quantity you like to donate.

 

CHRISTMAS HAMPER DONATION SIGN UP
 

We only require the items on the list, and we thank you so much for your support to bless
others in this special way of giving!   If all of the items are covered, please consider
giving to your local food bank who also do up many special hampers every year!  

If you have any questions - please speak with Krysta or Pastor Kelly!    Thank you so much! 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C094FA8AA2AA6FEC16-christmas1


John 1:4-9 ~ “In Him was life, and the life was the light of men.  The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness has not overcome it. There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness, 

to bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him.  He was not the light, but came to bear
witness about the light. The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world.”

Getting Christmas gifts for our children is a challenge!  At least for me it is.  I mean, yes, they have plenty of
things they want but I tend to ignore a lot of the things they ask for… don’t tell my kids!  Why?  Because there
are so many toys that end up being fun for a moment but then, as if the next day, they become old-hat and –
let’s be honest – junk!  They have no longevity.  No, the goal of gift giving is to give the gift that keeps on giving! 
 A gift that lasts.  The dream is a gift that keeps reinventing itself in the imagination of kids so that they don’t
keep coming up to you saying, “I’m bored.”  I suppose this is why we have so much Lego in the house. 

The Gospel of John starts out by talking about a Gift to the world.  The Word.  The Word made flesh.  The Light
of Life.  The Bringer of grace and Truth.  And, of course, He is talking about Jesus.  But as John writes about this
wondrous gift to the world, he seems to interject with a couple verses that we might be tempted to jump over
talking about a witness to this Light that has come into the world.  And his name is John.  

“John who?” You may ask.  Well, our immediate answer is John the Baptist.  The John identifies himself as the
voice foretold by Isaiah who calls out in the wilderness, “Make straight the way of the Lord” (Verse 23) John, the
witness, calling out that Jesus is coming, be ready, “Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the
world!” (Verse 29).  But is that it?  Is it only the prophet John, born of Elizabeth, Jesus’ second cousin, who
baptized people (including Jesus) in the wilderness, ate locusts, and called out Herod for his sin and was
beheaded because of a dance and drunkenness?  But why would John, the writer, talk about Jesus, this
amazing Gift given to the world, the Light that cannot be overcome and then, seemingly in the same breath, talk
about this one man who seems to just disappear in John’s Gospel and is never heard from again?

Well, I guess you could ask the question as to whether John, the witness, did disappear in John’s gospel.  Well,
as a matter of fact, he did not!  At the end of the Book, Peter looks over at the Disciple identified as “the
disciple whom Jesus loved” and asks what is to become of him.  Jesus says, “If it is my will that he remain until I
come, what is that to you?”  Then the writer identifies that man as the disciple bearing witness about all that
was written in the book of John!  “And we know that his testimony is true” (Chapter 21:24). Suffice it to say that
suddenly the lines are a bit blurred as to which John it is sent by God as a witness to the Light.  Could it be that
this is intentional?  Could it be that God’s Light and Word is never without the gift of a witness?  Yes, a witness
remained to write John’s Gospel so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and by
believing you may have life in His name.  

And can I say that each of us were and are given witnesses to the truth of Jesus in our lives from start to finish?  
There are those who have and are faithfully preparing us with acts of kindness, grace, mercy, compassion,
patience, and faithfulness to receive Jesus anew and those who have and are faithfully speaking the message
of God’s good news into our lives that we may believe and continuously be revitalized in our faith. God’s gift of
witness has not faded out of sight; God’s gift of witness is a gift that keeps on giving.  
Perhaps, this Christmas, we can give thanks to God for the gift of all those who have 
and are faithfully guiding us to the Light who is Jesus Christ.  And isn’t it strikingly 
wonderful to know that as we receive this gift of witness into our lives, we can 
become part of this cloud of witnesses that never gets old bringing the Light of
Life to those around us.  Yes, I think God’s got the real corner on gift giving.

            - Pastor Chris Neufeld

~ A CHRISTMAS MESSAGE ~
Pastor Chris Neufeld

A Gift that Keeps on Giving – John 1:4-9 



December 2nd (Friday): 6:30pm-9:30pm - BYG Night
Hot Topic #1 - WORLD RECORD NIGHT 
 

December 4th (Sunday): 12:30pm-3:00pm - BYG Senior High

December 7th (Wednesday): 4:30pm-5:30pm - BYG JAM 

December 9th (Friday):  Serving Ministry at Rivers Edge Camp

December 16th (Friday):  BYG Christmas Party

December 31st: Family New Year's Eve Game Night (TBD) 

CONTACT US!

Bethel Church Office (Krysta)
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday

office@bethelemc.org
403-337-2355

 
Pastor Kelly Sikstrom

pastorkelly@bethelemc.org
 

Pastor Chris Neufeld
pastorchris@bethelemc.org

 
Childrens Ministries (Natalie)

Tuesdays & Thursdays
childrensministry@bethelemc.org

 
Finance (Karen)

Tuesdays
finance@bethelemc.org

BETHEL EMC WEBSITE

Sundays Livestream Link
Sermon Archives
Calendar of Events
Ministries
Giving Information
Weekly Bulletins
Resources & Schedules

        www.bethelemc.org

 

QUESTIONS?
Email Pastor Chris at: pastorchris@bethelemc.org
Call during office hours: 403-337-2355 or text: 403-796-8890

 

BETHEL CHRISTMAS BANQUET

Giveaway ...

 DECEMBER 9th at Rivers Edge Camp  
 

Doors open at 6:00pm & Supper served at 6:30pm
 

Kevin & Kim Elias ~ MC's & Musical Entertainment
 

Pastor Bruce Lynn ~  Christmas Devotional
 

We look forward to sharing a festive, 
and blessed, holiday evening together!

 

Ticket cost is $20 per person 
(up to a maximum of $75 per family). 

Cheques/Etransfers are payable to Bethel Church.
Please indicate "Christmas Banquet".  

Cheques or cash can be given to 
Krysta (Church Office) or to Don Williams.  

 

   Attendance is by RSVP only.  Deadline to RSVP
     to the Bethel Church Office is November 30th

 

(Please note: There is no childcare provided
or childrens programming at this event.)

 
To view the most up to date

"Calendar of Events" 
for Bethel Church ... check

outthe monthly Calendar on
the Bethel website!

Bethel's
Monthly Calendar

All Are Welcome to attend!

Christmas Banquet

EVENTS CALENDAR

Do you or an organization that you know of, need a set
of mailboxes?  We are giving away Bethel's old
mailboxes ... or they will be hauled to the dump soon!   If
you can use them, or know of someone else that can,
please contact the church office!   We would like them
removed out of the hallway asap! 

https://www.bethelemc.org/
https://www.bethelemc.org/calendar
https://www.bethelemc.org/calendar


 RIVERS EDGE CAMP 
COUNTRY CHRISTMAS FUNDRAISER

 

Join us for festivities on Saturday, December 3rd 
 

Outdoor activities for the whole family
starting at 2:00pm 

 

The Silent Auction begins at 4:00pm
(If you would like to donate to the silent auction,

please email andrew@riversedgecamp.org) 
 

Supper will commence at 5:00pm. 
 

Enjoy an evening of music, Christmas Carols, 
a Christmas message, Camp happenings,

and maybe even some pies being 
auctioned off to the highest bidder!

 

While there is no “cost” … this is a fundraising
supper.   A free will offering will be taken. 

 

When you donate to camp, you are investing in
lives that will be changed for eternity. We will be

sharing where camp is headed, & some of the
capital projects we are hoping to take on in 2023. 

 

Space is limited.  
To reserve your spot go to:

https://riversedgecamp.org/retreats/country-
christmas-event/ 

Attendance is by pre-reservation only.
      

2022 HOLIDAY
CHRISTMAS

TRAIN 

Christmas Services at Bethel

 Candlelight Services will be held at 
3:30pm and 6:00pm

(Services will also be available via livestream.)
Candybags for the children!  

All are Welcome!  
Join us!

This service will not be livestream or recorded - so will
not be available for viewing online.
Parents: There will be no Sunday School or Nursery
Volunteers scheduled for this morning.  Activity Boxes
will be available in the foyer.

December 25th, 10:30am
Morning Worship Service at Bethel Church 

All are Welcome!

Special Things to Note:

 Saturday, December 10th

Rivers Edge Camp 

https://riversedgecamp.org/retreats/country-christmas-event/country-christmas-registration/


Bethel Christmas Tree Family Ornaments
Are you a new family to Bethel ... or a family that's been a part of the 

Bethel congregation for any length of time, but haven't yet participated?
 

WE WOULD LOVE IT IF YOU BROUGHT IN A 
"FAMILY CHRISTMAS TREE ORNAMENT" 

TO HANG ON THE BETHEL CHRISTMAS TREE!
 

This is a yearly tradition for us here at Bethel, and when the
 holiday season ends - the ornaments will be carefully packed

 up together ... and then hung again next year with love!   
 

So please feel free to bring in an ornament on behalf of 
your family, and go ahead and hang it in the foyer, 

on the Bethel Family Christmas tree!

Thank you 
for your

participation
in the

Samaritans
Purse Shoebox

season!



 You are cordially invited to the 
First Annual Christmas Musical Production of

 “A Baby Changes Everything”
 for four shows, at the Red Deer Memorial Centre.  

 
All proceeds from the Musical production will go towards

The Aerie Maternity Home.   
 

Visit the CAPCC website to secure your seats!
 

www.pregnancycare.ca/christmas-musical     

New Years Day ... Bethel Family Potluck!

Pregnancy Care Centre

Sunday, January 1st, 2023
 

Join us after morning worship service to celebrate the New Year!
We'll have a family potluck style luncheon, and enjoy a casual 

and relaxed time of visiting and fellowship together!   
 

Be watching your December bulletins for more details to come!
 

Visitors & Newcomers
WELCOME TO BETHEL CHURCH!

 

Are you new to Bethel, just visiting, or new to the community? 

Here are a few Bethel areas that may be of interest and information for you!

Children’s SUNDAY SCHOOL Classes have begun and if you would like more
information, please do let us know!  Natalie Killam heads up our Children’s 
Ministry and she’d love to chat with you! 

There are “VISITOR CARDS” in the pockets of the sanctuary chairs.   Please feel free to fill one out when you're at
the church and place it in the VISITOR BOX (on the foyer table).  We’d love to know more about you!  

There are also teal colored “VISITOR FOLDERS” on the front table in the foyer.  Please help yourself to one!   The
folder is filled with information about Bethel, to help you get to know us! 

COFFEE FELLOWSHIP time follows every service in the café area! Feel free to wander over to the area (East side),
and enjoy a cup of coffee and a time of fellowship with new faces! 

If you are a new, regular attender, to Bethel and would like to be included on Bethel’s “Prayer and  Information”
email list; the Congregation Phone List; Right Now Media; and have a mailbox in the foyer — please let us know and
we would be happy to arrange all of that for you!   Our contact information can be found in this newsletter (right
column, third page)

https://www.pregnancycare.ca/christmas-musical?fbclid=IwAR2Djom1euTD4szaT1EpF0-xycK9z5wyz4_THgY6msrg6Z0GW0ncJEwoKDQ
https://www.pregnancycare.ca/christmas-musical?fbclid=IwAR2Djom1euTD4szaT1EpF0-xycK9z5wyz4_THgY6msrg6Z0GW0ncJEwoKDQ


Sunday School News

Womens Ministry
 

Ladies, you are invited to attend the Mountain View Christian Women's Breakfast on

Tuesday, December 6th, 9:30-11:30 a.m. at the Redeemer Lutheran Church in Didsbury. 

Our program guests will be the Joyful Melody Trio, who will present

 "The Wonder of Christmas", through music and an inspirational message. 

Come and experience a morning of fellowship and encouragement. 

To reserve phone Colleen Taylor (403-586-1898) or  Vicky Snyder (403-335-3500).

$7.00 per person.  (No childcare available.)

 


